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It’s a great 
day to be a 

Hornet!

Principal’s PenDear Sully Families:    
     
     As this calendar year comes to a close, I want to say thank you for your participation, support and 

encouragement.  I feel so fortunate to be part of a community that works together to provide enrichment and 

support to all of our children.  Together everyone does achieve more and great things are happening at Sully!  I 

look forward to our continued partnership in making Sully Elementary School a place where all students meet 

success. 

          Additionally, this month our Parent Coffee/Cafe’ is being presented by Rachel Bailey.  She will be hosting 

a session called, “No More Nagging.”  It is being held on a second Friday of the month 12/9 @ 9 AM.  Hope you 

can join us.  Finally, students will be receiving a book of their choice to read over Winter Break!  Don’t forget our 

online resources with links on our school webpage, too!

Wishing you and your family a wonderful holiday season and Happy New Year! 

                                                      Sincerely,
               Colleen O’Neill

Our School’s Mission Statement 
We will:  empower each child to reach his/her potential by providing an inclusive, safe and caring environment; meet the 
needs of every child by setting high expectations, providing rigorous instruction and differentiating learning experiences; 
equip students 21st century skills; foster relationships with all stakeholders through relevant learning experiences that have 
a positive and meaningful impact on our community. 

Cafeteria News
School meals consist of the main entrée items and sides that make up the school menu. This is what the federal 
government reimburses the district for and therefore is subject to federal nutrition guidelines. Other items students and 
parents will see for sale like snacks and beverages besides milk are called a la carte items. All snacks that are served also 
must meet or exceed prescriptive regulations concerning nutrition content. Meals and snacks served fund the school 
nutrition program that is self-funded, meaning they receive no School Board funds to operate. To keep parents informed 
about what is being sold in elementary schools, parents are encouraged to visit www.lcpshealthycafe.org. Click on menu 
and ingredient lists for current nutrition information. Parents have the ability to limit the snacks their children might 
purchase. Please contact Blanca Anaya, Cafeteria Manager @ (571) 434-4570 or Blanca.Anaya@lcps.org to make requests 
or if you have questions, contact Dr. Becky Bays, Supervisor of School Nutrition Programs at becky.bays@lcps.org.

As winter approaches, we would like to remind everyone that schools be closed due to inclement weather or any other 
emergency.  The closings are announced over most Washington area radio and TV stations as early as 6:00 a.m.  Parents 
are also notified by the LCPS “Connect Ed” automated phone message system.  Please be sure any changes in phone 
numbers and dismissal plans are reported promptly to the school office.  

When road conditions are not satisfactory, the opening of school may be delayed for one or two hours.  

However, a two-hour delayed opening would necessitate the following changes to the STEP programs.  Classes for A.M. 
STEP will meet from 9:50-11:50 A.M. Classes for P.M. STEP will meet from 12:35 - 2:35 P.M. This change will mean that all 
children who attend the STEP Program will have at least a two hour session.

Inclement Weather News 
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Hello Sully Families!  This month in classroom counseling lessons, 
your kindergarten, first, second, and third grade students will be 
learning the 9 conflict resolution choices of Kelso’s Choices. 
Fourth and fifth grade students will learn about Choose 2 and 
Diffuse. These strategies offer students peaceful ways of 
resolving conflicts that a respectful towards others. Conflict 
resolution is an important skill in both a child and an adult’s life.  If 
your student reports a conflict with a peer, please encourage 
them to use one of Kelso’s Choices or Choose 2 and Diffuse to 
practice solving it. Please call 571-434-4572 or email 
amanda.george@lcps.org with any questions!

Counselor’s Corner

Art News

December may be the last month of the year, but it is the first month of winter!  The Park View cluster will be 
featured on LCPS’ digital art exhibit throughout the month, so be sure to get online and check it out!  Grades 
K through 5 will celebrate the changing of seasons with special seasonal winter art projects that connect to 
their grade level art and core curriculum.  Each grade level will explore new ways of making art, while they 
learn important concepts that we will continue to build upon throughout the year.  We can’t wait to see all the 
creative and wonderful student art that will warm our hearts and beautify our school through the cold 
months of winter!

SEARCH News

Parents can expect a score report for the NNAT2 test (which was taken in October) to be included with the 2nd 
quarter report card.   This test was non-verbal (no words on it) and measures your child’s spatial reasoning skills.  It 
included patterns to complete or abstract pictures with missing parts to identify.  This test does NOT affect your child’s 
grades. Another test the Gifted Department considers is the Cogat, which was taken by all students at the end of 2nd 
grade.   Students that earn qualifying scores are automatically referred to the Gifted Program for screening.

Students may still be eligible for the FUTURA program even without qualifying test scores.   Teacher support 
(via the SIGs rating scale) and the portfolio items completed during SEARCH time are also considered.  If support is 
shown in two out of these three areas, the student is found eligible

We are approaching the spring window for submitting referrals for 3rd and 4th graders. If you are considering 
referring your child, I urge you to speak about it with his/her teacher before mid February and begin saving work at 
home that you feel shows “above and beyond”, or  “outside the box” ..  

 I visit each classroom (K-4) for SEARCH lessons twice each month.  I present a critical thinking, problem solving 
or creative lesson to the students.  The purpose is to identify students that may have special talents and need 
additional services.  My lessons do not impact their grades and students should just simply do their best so that we can 
get an idea of where their talents may lie.   SEARCH also provides opportunities for students to build  stamina for 
completing challenging tasks.  Please contact me with any questions.  bonnie.parsons@lcps.org.   I am at Sully on 
Mondays, Fridays and alt. Wednesdays.

DECEMBER 2
PTO After School Activities 2:50-3:30 PM

DECEMBER 8
Spelling Bee 8 AM 

DECEMBER 9
Parent Cafe/Coffee 9 AM 

DECEMBER 14
Interims sent home

DECEMBER 20
Winter Concert 7 PM

DECEMBER 21  Chorus Winter Concert - 
Retirement Center 2:50 PM

DECEMBER 22- DECEMBER 30; JANUARY 2nd
Winter Break - No school 

JANUARY 3, 2017       School resumes

CALENDAR
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Physical Education News

While we do practice activities during physical education class which can help 
your child reach his/her goals, your child needs YOUR SUPPORT outside of 
school if they are to reach his/her goals.

  • Set a good example by practicing healthy habits yourself.
  • Limit sedentary activities such as TV, movies, video and computer games .
  • Plan active family outings and vacations.
  • Assign household chores (mowing lawns, raking leaves, scrubbing floors,              
etc.) that require physical exertion.
  • Observe what sports and activities appeal to your children, then encourage 
their development with lessons or by joining teams.
  • Use stairs instead of elevators and escalators.
  • When your children are bored, suggest something that gets them moving.

Your encouragement, support, and time commitment to your child in this area 
is the single most influential factor in helping our child to be healthy for a 
lifetime.

Eat Healthy and Exercise, Mrs. Timmes

Technology News

Parent Liaison/Clinic News

Library News

Music News

Cafeteria News

The Sully Chorus will be singing a 
Winter Concert on December 20th at 
7PM in our cafeteria.   Everyone is 
welcome!  Also, the next day, the 
Sterling Middle School Band, Chorus 
and Orchestra will visit us at 9:30am to 
share their Winter Concert music as 
well!  Such an exciting month for 
performing!

     In mid- October there were food allergy reactions  by a few 

students across the county after eating the supreme taco 

salad, the supreme taco (Secondary) or the Supreme Taco Roll 

(Elementary).  Research indicates that up to 5% of those with 

peanut allergies may also be allergic to legumes.   The 

Supreme items are vegetarian, made with pea protein.

      All the other ingredients in these recipes were investigated 

with the manufacturers, and we believe them to be free of 

peanut or tree nut contamination at this time.  If you have any 

questions, please contact School Nutrition Services at 

571-252-1010.

Literacy News

Reading is a gift that will last a lifetime and it is very easy to 
give.  Think about your child.  Regardless of age, he or she 
will love opening the festive wrapper that contains a 
beautiful new book.  This, however is only the beginning.  
Once the paper is off, there’s more to unwrap.  So much is 
waiting inside.  Together look at the book’s cover … front 
and back.  Peek through the pages, think about the title.  
Look for the characters.  When reading begins get to know 
them. What are they like? What problems do they have? 
Describe the setting.  As the unwrapping continues you will 
uncover each layer, event by event until you reach the 
conclusion.  Now you are ready for the best part of the gift.  
It is the theme or lesson of the story.  It is the part that the 
author has given you to keep for a lifetime.  That’s what 
reading can offer and that’s why it is one of life’s best gifts. 

     Thanks to our partner, GAM Printers - who 
copy/print our monthly newsletters!

As Winter approaches, please feel free to 
reach out to your teachers and ask for 
online learning opportunities for snow 
days and Winter Break. We are using a 
variety of Digital Content tools that can be 
used at home too! Visit our Personalized 
Learning tab on the Sully Website for 
more information: 
www.lcps.org/sullypl

 Please note, that students are going outside each day.  Please have 
students dress appropriately for the weather, especially as it gets 
colder outside.  Using layers is always a good option.  Also, if you 
have any children cloth that you are not going to use and it is in 
good condition, please donate it to the clinic. 

Next month, on Tuesday, Jan. 10th, author 
Sue Fliess will be visiting our students in 
grades PK-2nd grade to talk about writing 
with rhymes! We are excited to read her 
books in library this month so we are ready 
to meet this writer!



December 2016  Personalized Learning 

Personalized Learning - Integrated Digital Content
     This month we will focus in on one of the key components to Personalized Learning:  Integrated Digital 

Content.  At Sully, we have a variety of digital content software programs available to support student learning 
in reading, math and content.  The lessons provided through this technology helps to increase student 
engagement in learning.  Our teachers and administrators have attended specialized training to learn how to 
use these programs to best benefit the student.  These programs allow teachers to tailor the lesson to match 
the student’s needs and interests. Additionally, the teachers use the data collected by digital content to further 
plan the most appropriate next steps for each student.  It is important to note that not all students will use all 
software programs.  Teachers assign digital content to students based on individual program features and 
student need.  Below are some highlights from a few of the programs we have available.

Achieve 3000 (Grades 3-5)
Achieve 3000 provides online differentiated instruction with the goal of improving reading comprehension.  The 
program gives users access to over 10,000 standards-aligned non-fiction texts.  Achieve 3000 aligns each of 
its lessons to state and national standards and gives teachers and administrators the tools to monitor student 
progress and to forecast preparedness for standardized tests and college and career readiness.

Imagine Learning (Grades K-5)
Imagine Learning is a literacy software program that features interactive content, including activities, videos, 
songs and games.  It’s researched-based and differentiated for learner use.

ALEKS Math (Grades 3-5)
ALEKS uses adaptive questioning to quickly and accurately determine exactly what a student knows and 
doesn’t know in a course.  ALEKS then instructs the student on topics s/he is most ready to learn.  As a student 
works through a course, ALEKS periodically reassesses the student to ensure that topics learned area also 
retained.

i-Ready Reading (Grades K-4)
i-Ready Reading pinpoints student needs down to the sub-skill level and provides personalized student 
instruction targeted to students’ unique areas of needs.  Ongoing progress monitoring shows whether 
students are on track to achieve end-of-year targets.

Reflex Math (Grades K-5)
Reflex builds upon math fact fluency, which is essential to success in Mathematics.  Kids gain fluency by 
learning “fact families,” in which they focus on a set of facts for a group of numbers.  Subtraction and addition 
are paired and taught together.  Similarly, multiplication and division facts are taught as a family.

Science Techbook (Grades 3-5)
Discovery Education’s Science Techbook allows students and teachers to experience real world science 
phenomena by combining different types of media to explain and reinforce complex cross-cutting science 
concepts.

Dreambox (Grades K-5)
DreamBox is PreK-8 math solution online program in both English and Spanish with games that builds problem 
solving strategies, hones critical thinking skills and develops math fluency.  

Questions?  Please ask your child’s classroom teacher or our School Based Technology Facilitator, Hannah 
Prebeck. 


